
Dear Members of our Catholic Communities: 
   As I look back over my more than 30 years as a priest, the one constant, ironically, is 
change. The nature of the priesthood calls for mobility and a willingness to serve where 
needed. Ten years ago, when I completed my active duty as an Army chaplain, I did not 
then realize how much I would miss the military lifestyle. In fact, after one year here in 
Elko I was determined to return to active duty. However, after speaking with Bishop 
Calvo, I put aside that desire and stayed. And I am very happy that I stayed. It has been 
an honor and a privilege to be pastor of our group of parishes. I must say it was 
demanding at times, and sometimes I wished I could have done more. However, I think I 
was of some service to our parishes, and am happy with what has been accomplished. 
Ministry is about people, and a priest is at his best when he is interacting with individuals 
or groups. Certainly, it is a great privilege to be invited into your lives, in good times and 
in bad. In turn, you have been extremely kind and generous to me, and I will take with 
me some great memories to my new assignment. 
   It is always good to acknowledge our limitations and weaknesses, of which I have 
many. I thank those who when necessary pointed me in the right direction. 
   It is very important that I acknowledge the rest of the parish team, and their great 
support in the office, religious education, and maintenance. Also, how could our sister 
parishes have kept going without the great volunteers. I am especially grateful to Fr. Biju 
and Fr. Tomy. They have been the best assistants I have ever worked with, and you know 
that. Fr. Biju will be a wonderful pastor, as will Fr. Tomy in Battle Mountain. In next 
week’s bulletin there will be a short bio of our two incoming priests. I know that they will 
serve you with dedication and generosity. 
   I do ask for your prayers as I take up my new ministry in Gardnerville. May our good 
Lord bless each of you. 
 
God bless, 
 
Fr. Dan 


